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ATROPA BELLADONNA.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SiR,&mdash;My attention has just been called to an annotation
on the Cultivation of Medicinal Herbs which appeared in
THE LANCET on June 17th, in which the passage occurs
"Belladonna is a weed in this country." I am inclined to
think this must refer to the woody nightshade (Solanum
dulcamara), and not to the official plant. Atropa belladonna
does grow wild but not to a very large extent ; a mature
plant is shrub-like, 4 to 5 feet high, with as many as 20
stout stems to a root. The matter was referred to in the

Daily Mail of June 10th, and my name mentioned as a

grower of belladonna ; in consequence I have received many
hundred specimens for identification, only about 1 per cent.
of which were belladonna, and nearly all the remainder the
woody nightshade. We have not nearly sufficient belladonna
in this country for our national requirements, but with fox-
glove the case is different-there is abundant-but fre-

quently growing in remote districts making the picking and
transport to manufacturers difficult. Systematic cultivation
of both these plants will greatly lessen the cost, and at the
same time make us independent of foreign supplies.

I am, Sir, yours faithfully,
J. BEETHAM WILSON.

95, High-street, Dorking, July 6th, 1916. ,

* * Our note, of course, referred to the official plant, which
is a widely distributed wild plant on the chalk soils of the
east and south of the country. We are aware that the

public almost to a man believes that Solanum dulcamara
is the belladonna of the Pharmacopoeia. In referring to

belladonna as " a weed " we did not mean to imply that it

was very common, but that where it occurred it grew without
cultivation.-ED. L.

J. BEETHAM WILSON.

" PIRATE " DOCTORS.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,-Permit me to correct a few inaccuracies in your
correspondent’s letter of Julylst headed" ’Pirate’ Doctors,"
in which I am personally accused of attacking doctors for
demanding what he alleges are reasonable fees. This is
the direct opposite to what my letter of June 12th states.
I there stated that, thanks to the loyal help afforded by
the majority of those acting as locums, the demand had been
so far met at reasonable fees, and that the demands of the
very small minority, with whom your correspondent asso-
ciates himself, could soon be stopped by refusing to pay
their demands.

Surely in such times as the present no one with any
patriotism would for a moment suggest that the time is ripe
for the profession to raise their fees by the 150 per cent.
your correspondent hints at. I have yet to learn that those
who have so nobly given up their practices and joined the
Royal Army Medical Corps to help their suffering fellow-

countrymen are receiving, as he alleges, <:&bgr;2 or 94 per day.
In my ignorance, I understood the remuneration was usually
24s. a day or about the same as paid to a locum tenens,
except that the latter has no outgoings to pay and runs no
risks. May I also remind your correspondent that within
my recollection locum tenens’ fees were E2 2s. to q3 3s. a
week, and therefore the present fee of 7 7s. which he
considers inadequate is an increase of over 200 per cent.
Once again may I thank the large majority of locum

tenens and others who are loyally trying to keep together
the practices of those who have joined the Royal Army
Medical Corps.-I am, Sir, yours faithfully,

PERCIVAL TURNER.
Adam-street, Adelphi, W.C., July llth. 1916.

CHELSEA HOSPITAL FOR WOMEN.-The new build-
ings of the Chelsea Hospital for Women in Arthur-street
were formally opened by the Queen ou Tuesday last. The
hospital was established in 1871 in the Fulham-road, and its-
useful work has long been hampered by inadequate accom-
modation, especially in the out-patient department. There
were formerly 50 beds for in-patients, and accommodation
is now to be provided for 80. A sum of JE30,000 is still
required to complete the building scheme. I

PERCIVAL TURNER.

The War.
THE CASUALTY LIST.

THE following names of medical officers appear among the
casualties announced since our last issue :&mdash;

Killed.

Captain H. C. Mulkern, R.A.M.C., received his medical
education at St. Mary’s Hospital, London, and qualified
in 1905. When war broke out he was a surgeon at the
Kingston Barracks Military Hospital, and joined the
R.A.M.C. in December, 1914.

Lieutenant D. Rodger, R.A.M.C., qualified in 1907 at
Manchester, and took the F.R.C.S. Edin. in 1912.
Proceeding to Australia, he became Ophthalmic
Inspector of Schools to the Queensland Government,
and relinquished the appointment to take up war
work, joining the R.A.M.C. in December, 1915.

Died (If Wounds.
Lieutenant E. C. Lambert, R.A.M.C., attached to the East

Surrey Regiment, received his medical education at
Westminster Hospital, and qualified in 1898. He had
held appointments at Banstead, Darenth, and Hanwell
Asylums, and prior to joining the R.A.M.C. in December,
1915, was assistant medical officer at Wandsworth
workhouse. Died.

Lieutenant-Colonel C. Monk, I.M.S., qualified in 1874, and
was for some time surgeon at the Military Hospital,
Seinitya. He was in retirement when the war broke out,
and died after an operation at the 2nd London General
Hospital, of which he was lieutenant-colonel in charge.

Captain A. Seabrooke, RA.M.C., was educated at Cambridge
and at Guy’s Hospital, qualifying in 1912, and was in
practice in Grays, Essex, before joining the R.A.M.C.

TV,)?I,nded.
Lieutenant A. C. Taylor, R.A.M.C.
Captain H. B. Goulding, R.A.M.C., attached to the Seaforth

Highlanders.
Lieutenant P. H. Macdonald, R.A.M.C., attached to the

Sherwood Foresters.
Captain A. Hamilton, R.A.M.C., attached to the West Yorks

Regiment.
Captain W. K. A. Richards, R.A.M.C.
Captain J. H. Glover, R.A.M.C.
Captain J. H. Tomlinson, R.A.M.C.
Captain R. Dearsley, New Zealand Medical Corps.
Captain G. D. Fairley, R.A.M.C., attached to the Royal Scots

Fusiliers.
Lieutenant J. R. Hall, R.A.M.C.
Lieutenant J. K. Muir, R.A.M.C., attached to the Northum-

berland Fusiliers.

Missing, believed Eilled.
Captain J. L. Green, R.A.M.C., attached to the Sherwood

Foresters.

Previously Reported believed taken Prisoners at Kut.el-.d.mara,
non- reported not Prisoners of War.

Brevet-Lieutenant-Colonel S. Anderson, I.M.S.
Captain F. H. Salisbury, I.M.S.

THE NAVAL BATTLE OF JUTLAND, MAY 31ST, 1916.
In the despatch received from Admiral Sir John Jellicoe,

Commander-in-Chief of the Grand Fleet, and the subsidiary
despatch of Vice-Admiral Sir David Beatty, the following
references to medical operations occur :-
The work of the medical officers of the Fleet, carried out very largely

under the most difficult conditions, was entirely admirable and invalu-
able. Lacking in many cases all the essentials for performing critical
operations, and with their staff seriously depleted by casualties, they
worked untiringly and with the greatest success. To them we owe a
deep debt of gratituae.
Exceptional skill was displayed by the medical officers of the Fleet.

They performed operations and tended the wounded under conditions
of extreme difficulty. In some cases their staff was seriously depleted
by casualties, and the inevitable lack of such essentials as adequate
light, hot water, &c., in ships damaged by shell-fire, tried their skill,
resource, and physical endurance to the utmost.

HUDDERSFIELD WAR HOSPITAL MAGAZINE.-
This is an addition to the journals published by several of
our war hospitals, and like its contemporaries will devote its
profits to extra comforts for the sick and wounded. Among
the contents of No. 1, the July issue, is the first instalment
of extracts taken from a diary recording the story of the
retreat from Mons. Major E. G. Coward is the editor, and
the price is 2d. monthly.
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JOHN GLADSTONE MACKENZIE, M.B., CH.B. GLASG.,
CAPTAIN, AUSTRALIAN’ ARMY MEDICAL CORPS.

Captain J. G. Mackenzie, who was killed on active service
in France on May 21st, was the son of Mr. John Mackenzie,
formerly resident in Lanarkshire, Scotland, and now in

Victoria, Australia.
He graduated in medi-
cine at Glasgow Uni-
versity in 1910 and
then settled in prac-
tice at Wonthaggi, in
Victoria, where, his
brother tells us, he
became an extremely
popular practitioner.
In August, 1915, he

joined the Australian
Army Medical Corps,
becoming attached to
the 8th Field Ambu-
lance, and was trans-
ferred later to anothei
section in France.
He was killed by a

shell which exploded
at his feet near to his

dressing station, and
death was practically instantaneous. His commanding officer
writes of Captain Mackenzie that he had ’’ proved himself a
very efficient soldier and an unusually well-qualified medical
officer also," adding that his name "had appeared on the
day of his death in Orders as being detailed for special
instructional duties regarding protection against asphyxiating
gases. 

" 

-

DOUGLAS WATERSTON, B.A., M.D., C.M.MCGILL,
CAPTAIN, CANADIAN ARMY MEDICAL CORPS.

Captain D. Waterston, of the Canadian Field Ambulance,
C.E.F., who was killed in action in Flanders on May 22nd,
was the youngest son of Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Waterston,
of Montreal, Quebec, and was born at Belleville, Ontario,
Canada, on June 18th, 1889. He was educated at Belleville

High School, and entered McGill University in 1905, taking
hi- R A. in 1909 with

first-class honours in

biology, and his

degree in medicine
in 1914. During his
course in arts he
contracted tubercu-
losis, and spent parts
of 1909 and 1910 at
Saranac Lake, New
York State, where
he happily made a

good recovery. After
graduation he was
appointed interne to
the Montreal General

Hospital, holding
this position until

January, 1916, when
he entered the Army
Medical Service as

Captain in a Canadian
Field Ambulance, then being raised in Montreal. While
on the resident staff of the hospital he qualified for a com-
mission in the C.A.M.C., and received leave of absence
to act as medical officer to the Mobilisation Camp at Three
Rivers, Quebec, during the summer of 1915.
We learn from one of the physicians to the Montreal

General Hospital that Captain Waterston was held in high
esteem by his associates and by the visiting staff of the
hospital. In entering his country’s service he gave up the
prospect of a brilliant career. He is the first medical officer
from Montreal to make the great sacrifice during this war.

FREDERICK ALBERT CAPPS, L.R.C.P. EDIN.,
FLEET-SURGEON, ROYAL NAVY.

Fleet-Surgeon F. A. Capps, who was the senior medical
officer on H.M.S. Defence when sunk with all hands in the-
naval battle on May 31st, was 50 years of age. He was
educated at Plymouth and Edinburgh, taking his medical
qualification in 1890, and obtaining 22 years later the diploma
of D.P.H. with honours at the University of Ireland. After a
short period of private practice he entered the Navy in 1892
ana saw varied service

on the Australian sta-
tion and at Gibraltar.
On promotion to staff-
surgeon in 1900 he was
appointed to Haslar
for the second time,
and was later in medi-
cal charge of the

training ship Black
Prince and at the 

Mer07bry submarine

depot. It was while
here that he gained
special experience in
submarine life-saving
apparatus and himself
contributed some

valuable inventions.
He was promoted fleet-
surgeon in 1908.

Fleet-Surgeon R. C.
Munday, editor of the Royal Naval -Medical Journal, to.
whom we are indebted for part of this account of his friend,
writes of him : "It was characteristic of this officer that
whatever his hand found to do was carried out with energy
and industry. He never spared himself in his professional
work, yet he found time to become a very clever carpenter
and was a good tennis player." 

DEATHS AMONG THE SONS OF MEDICAL MEN.

The following sons of medical men must be added to our
lists of those who have fallen during the war :-
Second Lieutenant H. C. Dalbv, York and Lancaster

Regiment, eldest son of Major H. E. Dalby, R.A.M.C.,
of St. Mary Church, Torquay.

Captain R. S. Sweetnam, Royal Field Artillery, only child of
Deputy Inspector-General J. L. Sweetnam, R.N., of

, Worthing.
Lieutenant R. T. Twining, Devonshire Regiment, only son

of Dr. D. 0. Twining, of Salcombe, South Devon.
Captain W. J. Davis, Northumberland Fusiliers, second son

of the late Dr. R. Davis, of Orpington, Kent.
Lieutenant K. R. Traill, Royal Berkshire Regiment, younger

son of Dr. C. G. Traill, of Sunningdale, Berks.
Lieutenant C. Vaisey, Royal Flying Corps, eldest son of Dr.

T. F. Vaisey, of Winslow, Bucks.
Second Lieutenant C. V. Beddow, Devonshire Regiment,

second son of Dr. J. Beddow, of Thorverton, Devon.
Second Lieutenant J. R. L. Hunt, Sherwood Foresters,

only son of Dr. J. A. Hunt, of Borrowash, Derbyshire.
Second Lieutenant J. F. Baddeley, The Buffs, son of the late

Dr. C. E. Baddeley, of Belvedere, Kent.
Lieutenant F. G. V. Beard, Worcestershire Regiment, eldest

son of Dr. F. Beard, of Croydon, Surrey.
Lieutenant-Colonel G. A. Royston-Pigott, D.S.O., North-

amptonshire Regiment, eldest son of the late Dr. G. W.
Royston-Pigott, F.R.S.

Second Lieutenant W. Harrison, Gordon Highlanders, only
son of Dr. J. Harrison, of Lesmahagow, Lanarkshire.

Colonel H. C. Bernard, Indian Army, attached to the Royal
Irish Rines, only surviving son of the late Dr. R. Bernard,
Deputy-General-Inspector of Hospitals and Fleets, and
Honorary Surgeon to the Queen.

Lieutenant D. Rodger, R.A.M.C., younger son of Dr. R.
Rodger. West Kirby, Cheshire.

Second Lieutenant A. C. Brown, South Staffords, only son of
the late Dr. J. Brown. of Tring, Herts.

Lieutenant (temporary Captain ’) A. Hodgkinson, Royal
Warw ickshire Regiment, youngest son of Dr. Hodgkinson,
of Farnham.

A. Rieu, Middlesex Regiment, fourth son of the late Dr.
C. Rieu, of Woburn-square, London.

Second Lieutenant J. C. M. Stewart, Royal Flying Corps,
eldest son of Dr. J. Stewart, of Leeds.


